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Neighborhoods of Hope

Society of St. Vincent de Paul® effort to fight poverty on community level
ST. LOUIS – The National Council of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul has launched
Neighborhoods of Hope (NOH), an effort to tackle poverty at the community level. The program,
which will enhance and maximize Vincentian poverty-fighting initiatives already taking place, was
officially introduced at the Midyear Meeting in St. Louis, Mo., where the Society’s National Council
was founded in 1845.
Sheila Gilbert, president of National Council, said, “Over 43 million people are living in poverty in
our country, so clearly we can do more. Too many of the people we serve struggle to get on a path
to sustainability. NOH is a new tool that Vincentians will have in our Systemic Change toolbox to
change that.”
NOH will coalesce stakeholders, including those living in the neighborhoods served, and
representatives from all sectors around a common agenda to combat poverty in specific
communities. Two things that make NOH unique are that it brings people in poverty to the table
and that it focuses on a neighborhood, rather than an entire community.
Jack Murphy, National Council board member and a NOH program leader, commented, “We can’t
move the needle on poverty in our communities until everyone gets to the table, recognizes they
have a role to play, and agrees on a common agenda. I’m excited that NOH will bring business
leaders, service providers, the faith community, and the people we serve into a single conversation.”
Neighborhoods of Hope is built on the principles of collective impact, which tackles complex social
problems in a collaborative and metric-driven way.
“I thought the session to introduce Neighborhoods of Hope was helpful in that it illustrated culture
change. We are trying to change our results, therefore we need to change what we are doing to get
there,” said Michael Pazzaglini, executive director of the Society’s Dallas Council.
-more-

Society of St. Vincent de Paul / Add one
One of the largest charitable organizations in the world, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
(www.svdpusa.org) is an international, nonprofit, Catholic lay organization of about 800,000 men
and women who voluntarily join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to
the needy and suffering in 150 countries on five continents. With the U.S. headquarters in St. Louis,
Mo., membership in the United States totals nearly 100,000 in 4,400 communities.
SVdP offers a variety of programs and services, including home visits, housing assistance, disaster
relief, education and mentoring, food pantries, dining halls, clothing, assistance with transportation,
prescription medication, and rent and utility costs. The Society also works to provide care for the
sick, the incarcerated and the elderly. Over the past year, SVdP provided over $1.2 billion in tangible
and in-kind services to those in need, made more than 1.8 million personal visits (homes, hospitals,
prisons and eldercare facilities) and helped more than 23.8 million people regardless of race, religion
or national origin.
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Photo Caption: Society of St. Vincent de Paul members from 16 states gathered for the launch of
the Neighborhoods of Hope (NOH) program, an effort to tackle poverty at the community level.
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